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Allen Dulles, former chief of)the

resuient al campa:gn Presi-
ﬂxgdy 1rrespon§1b1y misused
eYet jntormation about Cuba pro-
vided during two official CIA brief-
_ings on international affairs.

Mr. Dulfcs, as the man who con-
“ducted the briefings, says thé Presi-
dent was told nothing about the Ei-
senhower ~administration’s -covert
training of anti-Castro refugees for
an invasion of Cuba, until after the
election. He also acknowledged that
his report to the admmlstratxdn
might have been misread to give the
impressmn that the Kennedy brief-
ings rrgﬂor to the celebrated fourth
Renngdy-Nixon debate had included

“At the personal level, then, the
tustup raised by Mr. Numn in his
;% Six Crises, can be di$missed
ah honest mlsunderstandmg,

r. Pulles suggests. - loed
he broader issygs involved in
fc %wix ng presidential
“not be over-
‘ ed, , The. confusxon, which
/- ac&;gd tf)e level of Vice President
on, about who told what to
m and why at the Kennedy-

is nqiq}mal _protocol for
i eﬁngs.* T.b,;_mns.ept, hke
ew .

that a
that t
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“the poligy on Cuba

-in each subsequent presidential

g wn on the refugee invasion

s 1 eetxqgg, suggests theapeed .
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Nixon’s assertions raise \
_questions about briefing

safest course was to make Repub-
lican candidate Thomas Dewey

privy to that secret, and other war
m ormation,

The practice has been repea_ted

election because of the Cold War
that has linked national security
inextricably with foreign policy.
Yet the fact that President Ken- |
nedy was uninformed ahout the’
covert ' Cuban operation indicates :
that the purpose of the briefings
has been altered and their value
reduced It would appear that Mr.
Dulles 'was concerned with ac-:
quainting Mr. Kennedy solely with -
situations in foreign countries,
and not on American foreign
policy to meet those situations.

There may have been reasons for
this limitation. Certainly, a candi-

‘date thoroughly opposed to ad-
-ministration foreign policy might
it to_remain ignorant of secret

ohcy information in order to be
TE : jize. Or an incumbent

"Pressdem,.,,,might feel that the

major opposition party was so
fundamentally at odds with his

. policies that the briefings should

be restricted. _

For whatever the reasons, the
limitations on the briefing should
be made clear, to insure that a can-
didate is not mistakenly assumed

- to be speaking from a background
of knowledge on official policy that

he actually does not possess. Fur-.
ther, liaison needs to be tightened
to prevent misunderstandings like
the Nixon-Kennedy exchange.
But to be meaningful in terms of
national security, to protect the in~

“advertent slip damaging to the’

United States’ cause in the Cold
War, it would seem that the brief-
ings ‘should be designed to take the,

candidate of a major party into:.

full confidence.

The procedure need not be for-;
malized because too many un-|
known factors are involved. Com-!
mon sense,’ including a prudent:
concern for national security,’
should be the primary guide. But |
if politics in the United States is .
to continue to end at the water’s !
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, & full and complete briefing
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